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gardens extend and flourish, as knowing nothing of
the guests I have lost, I have more fruit trees and
kitchen gardens than you have any thought of: nay,
I have good melons and pineapples of my own growth.
. . . For God's sake, why should not you . . . e'en give
all you have to the poor of Ireland (for whom you
have already done everything else), so quit the place,
and live and die with me ? "

Swift did not accept this generous offer, and he was
wise. They were too much unlike to live happily to-
gether, and loved each other best when they were
apart. Swift stayed at Twickenham once, but the
visit was not a success. He was already suffering from
the giddiness and deafness which were to bring about
his death; and Pope, meaning to be kind, fussed over
him, and kept the house full of visitors when Swift
only longed for quietness. Swift has left some verses
describing the visit:

Pope has the talent well to speak,
But not to reach the ear ;
His loudest voice is low and weak,
The dean too deaf to hear.

Awhile they on each other look,
Then different studies choose;
The dean sits plodding o'er a book,
Pope walks and courts the muse.

When his friend died, Pope grieved for far longer
than a month, yet, while the Dean was ill, he -was en-
gaged on an astonishingly mean intrigue to get hold
of, and have published, the letters they had written